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CRANE DROPS IN ON MOSTERT’S MILL: 
The impressive sight of a crane lifting and 
lowering various wooden machinery parts onto 
the top of the Mostert’s Mill tower last week 
left many motorists driving along Philip 
Kgosana Drive gawking. On Thursday 9 June, a 
mobile crane was brought in to lower and fit 
the wooden curb ring (a large wooden ring on 
which the cap slides) onto the top of the 
tower. Next were the cap ring (which turns 
inside the curb ring), the cap frame (which 
supports the windshaft) and the long and short 
stretchers. These green-painted horizontal 
beams, which were all bolted together, are used 
to turn the cap and sails into the wind. 
Another crane lift dropped the vertical shaft 
inside the mill, and more lifts dropped in the 
brake wheel and attached the long tail pole. 
John Hammer, chair of Friends of Mostert’s Mill 
(FoMM), says six lifts were needed altogether. 
“And everything fitted together perfectly.” 
Hammer also gave a shout out to the two 
carpenters who “did it all” – Mike Sutten and 
Jon Stevens. PHOTOS: FOMM

Skills-training project empowers women
The Ithemba Wonderbag project, launched 
last week, aims to bring social economic de-
velopment initiatives and vocational skills 
training for women and youth to their door-
step. 

On Wednesday 8 June, the Community 
Development Foundation Western Cape 
Foundation (CDF WCape) handed over fab-
rics for the making of 30 wonderbags to five 
community partners of the non-profit orga-
nisation as seeding grant. 

Earlier this year, with a donation re-
ceived from Velisa Africa for Social Entre-
preneurship, CDF WCape collaborated with 
the Children Resource Centre (CRC) in 
Mitchell’s Plain, allowing for 10 Ithemba 
women to attend a three-day wonderbag 
sewing training course.

The wonderbag is a simple, non-electric 
slow cooker which, after bringing a pot of 
food to the boil and placing it in the bag, con-
tinues to cook the food for up to eight hours 
without any additional energy source.

Freda Philander, Executive Director of 
CDF WCape, says the primary focus of their 
NPO, situated in Wynberg, is to strengthen 

the community through philanthropy. 
“CDF WCape is an agent for change, iden-

tifying opportunities that link donor’s in-
terest to community needs and aspirations. 
The mission of CDF WCape is to improve 
the quality of life, strengthen the common 
good and address the most challenging so-
cial concerns of people living in the Western 
Cape,” says Philander. 

She adds that the Ithemba Wonderbag 

project forms part of their organisation’s in-
tegrated strategies aimed at eradicating 
poverty in vulnerable communities. “These 
10 Ithemba women (are) the Champions of 
CDF WCape and they will continue to train 
women and young girls within their respec-
tive communities,” says Philander. 
V To donate towards the project, contact the founda-
tion on 021 761 8339. For more information, go to 
www.cdfwcape.org.za

Front are Georgina Kastoor 
(Lelies van die Duine, Atlan-
tis), Patricia van Rooyen 
(Lombaards Soup Kitchen, 
Atlantis), Vanessa Nelson 
(Hope for the Future, Heidev-
eld) and Avril Andrews (Al-
cardo Andrews Foundation, 
Hanover Park). In the back 
are Chandre January (Admin-
istrator: CDF WCape), Juliet 
Maart (Alcardo Andrews 
Foundation, Hanover Park), Denise Crouster (Greenlight Gardens, Pelican Park), Freda Philander 
(Executive Director: CDF WCape), Charmaine Dodgens (trainer, Children Resource Centre), Cheryldene 
Hector (volunteer: CDF WCape) and Shanaaz Viljoen (Children Resource Centre). PHOTO: SUPPLIED
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Youths shine at 
jazz festival
It’s all rhythm and blues this Youth Month 

as Artscape brings audiences the Youth 
Jazz Festival. 

Launched in 2003, the festival puts a spot-
light on young, aspiring Western Cape-
based jazz musicians and instrumentalists.

Earlier this year, Artscape sent out a call 
to learners and informal music students no 
older than 27 to submit an audition video via 
online platforms.

The project included masterclass pro-
grammes with the aim to stage selected 
school jazz bands on Friday 17 June and 
showcase young jazz soloists on Saturday 18 
June.

Participating school jazz bands selected to 
woo audiences with their instrumentals are: 

Alexander Sinton High School (Athlone), 
Bergvliet High School (Bergvliet), 
George High School (George), 
Parel Vallei High School (Somerset West), 

Parklands College (Parklands), 
South Peninsula High (Diep River), 
The Settlers High School (Bellville) and 
West Coast Music Academy (Hopefield).

This year’s youth jazz soloists will be men-
tored by likes of Amanda Tiffin (director, vo-
calist mentor), Mandisi Dyantyis (songwrit-
er and musical director), Wesley Rustin 
(bass and guitar mentor) and Marc de Kock 
(brass and woodwinds mentor), Blake Hella-
by (Piano mentor) and Kevin Gibson (Drums 
mentor).

These panellists have selected the soloists 
who will grace the Artscape stages this 
Youth Month. 

The soloists selected to perform on Satur-
day 18 June include Asemahle Tsholoba (vo-
cals), Khonco Twala (vocals), Ben Reid (pi-
ano), Gilson Amaral (alto saxophone), Josh-
ua Nemaire (bass), Reuben Maart (electric 

guitar), Kaylin Ndhlovu (violin), Liam Pe-
tersen (drums) and Carla Williams (drums). 

The soloists were encouraged to play their 
own original compositions of local South Af-
rican jazz in celebration of the country and 
all that it stands for. Patrons are in for a treat 
with original ballads, as well as local beats.

Artscape CEO Marlene le Roux says the 
festival serves as a stepping stone that pro-
vides opportunities and access to significant 
role players in the industry.  “The focus of 
the programme has remained dedicated to 
providing skills development within the jazz 
genre to foster the investment of cultural 
democratisation of our country,” says Le 
Roux.

This year’s festival is funded by the City 
of Cape Town.

All activities comply with all Covid-19 reg-
ulations, including social distancing and 
patrons must wear masks for entry.
V Tickets cost R80 and can be purchased at Comput-
icket or via Artscape Dial-a-seat on 021 421 7695.

Ben Reid (16), who attends Bishops Collage, is 
one of the soloists selected to perform at the 
Youth Jazz Festival.  PHOTO: SUPPLIED

Fun and more 
at the festival
The Jive Cape Town Funny Festival offi-
cially launched at the Baxter Theatre last 
week with a stellar line-up, including vet-
eran comedian Alan Commitie, Sifiso Ne-
ne, Tats Nkonzo and the United Kingdom’s 
(UK) Graeme Mathews. 

Arlene Petersen, Ismail Moses and Japa-
nese comedian Yosuke Ikeda will also keep 
audiences in stitches during the festival.

Nkosinathi Maki, winner of this year’s 
Jive Funny Championship, will also take 
to the main stage at the festival.

The championship is the festival’s devel-
opment campaign aimed at providing a 
stepping-stone for an undiscovered come-
dian’s career. 

The emerging comedians went through 
a tough competition over the past four 
weeks to determine the winner. 

Maki beat out 59 other hopeful comedi-
ans who entered the championship with 
the hope of earning themselves a slot on the 
Jive Cape Town Funny Festival stage. 

This year the City of Cape Town is cele-
brating over a decade of supporting the fes-
tival. 

JP Smith, Mayco member for safety and 
security, says one of the key objectives of 
the City’s partnership with the festival is 
to provide up and coming comedians with 
a platform where they can showcase their 
abilities.

“The Jive Funny Championship is a very 
crucial component of the festival and we 
are grateful that the event is providing op-
portunities for the undiscovered talent in 
our city,” says Smith. 

Since its inception in 1997, the festival 
has provided a stage for hundreds of local 
and international comedians to keep audi-
ences entertained during the winter 
months. 

With 30 scheduled shows for this year, 
the festival will continue the tradition aft-
er a two-year hiatus. 

The festival runs until Sunday 3 July.
Tickets, which are available at Webtick-

ets, cost R210 each with group discounts 
available.

Dog walk shares the love
A Youth Dog Walk, hosted by Mdzananda 
Animal Clinic and Remnant Youth, will 
bring the love of dogs to children from diffi-
cult backgrounds on Youth Day, Thursday 
16 June, as two and four-leggeds strut their 
stuff along the Strandfontein Pavilion. 

“The event aims at brining the youth of 
Khayelitsha and Mitchell’s Plain together 
through the fun activity of walking dogs,” 
says Marcelle du Plessis, Fundraising and 
Communications Executive at Mdzananda. 
“Most of these children come from difficult 
backgrounds, many never having experi-
enced love. The unconditional love of a four-
legged friend is priceless.”

Du Plessis says the event addresses both 
animal and youth issues. She says in both 
communities, animals are often bred for 
protection with children being taught to fear 
dogs. “Here children will experience the 
kind, compassionate qualities of dogs – 
something many community children never 
experience in their home environments. At 
the same time they will learn about animal 
ownership and responsibility. 

Heidi May, the General Manager at 
Mdzananda, says growing up with pets is 
linked to higher self-esteem, cognitive devel-
opment, and social skills and this event is 
the first step towards that. 

Remnant Youth, the co-organisers, cre-
ates events for youth to have a community 
where they feel safe while doing good in the 
world. They have helped at Mdzananda 
adoption days, have spent a week at the orga-
nisation bathing animals, have cooked 
meals for the elderly and more. 

Youngsters from outside of Khayelitsha 
and Mitchell’s Plain are also invited. Chil-
dren can bring their dogs along and enjoy 
a walk with an ocean view. 

Entry is free of charge but donations are 
welcome. “We ask the public to sponsor a 
child from one of these disadvantaged com-
munities to walk for R50. This will help cov-
er our event costs,” says Du Plessis.

The walk starts at 08:00 at the Strandfon-
tein Pavilion. Registration starts at 07:30. 
V Email info@mdzananda.co.za for registration forms.
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